© 2015 Austrian Ludwig Wittgenstein Society | Published as: Polzler, Thomas (2015): Moral Disagreement, Anti-
Realism, and the Worry about Overgeneralization. In: Kanzian, Christian; Mitterer, Josef; Neges, Katharina (eds.):
Contributions of the 38th International Wittgenstein Symposium. Kirchberg am Wechsel: Austrian Ludwig
Wittgenstein Society, 245-247.

Moral Disagreement, Anti-Realism, and the
Worry about Overgeneralization

THOMAS POLZLER
Department of Philosophy, University of Graz, Austria

This conference article is a short early version of the following journal article:

Polzler, Thomas (2020): Against Overgeneralization Objections to the Argument from
Moral Disagreement. South African Journal of Philosophy 39 (3), 261-273.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02580136.2020.1795984

The journal article can be downloaded here: Polzler (2020) - Against Overgeneralization

Objections to the Argument from Moral Disagreement.pdf

Abstract of the Journal Article

According to the argument from moral disagreement, the existence of widespread or
persistent moral disagreement is best explained by, and thus supports, the view that there are
no objective moral truths. One of the most common charges against this argument is that it
“overgeneralises”: it implausibly forces its proponents to also deny the existence of objective
truths about certain matters of physics, history, philosophy, etc. (“companions in guilt”
objections) or even about the argument’s own conclusion or its own soundness (“self-defeat”
objections). My aim in this article is to provide a detailed clarification and assessment of this
overgeneralisation charge. Various (mostly empirical) issues relevant to assessing the above
objections have so far not been sufficiently investigated. Nevertheless, there are good reasons
to believe that realists have exaggerated the significance of their overgeneralisation charge.

Both its companions in guilt and its self-defeat versions likely fail.
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